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More efficient solar cells and cheaper Leds – Attolight’s 
new  electronic microscope makes it possible. no wonder 
great interest is shown in the product of this young enter-
prise.

today, examining objects which are only a few nanometres small 
is part of everyday life in physics laboratories. electronic micro-
scopes are the crux of the matter but up to now, the devices only 
supplied snapshots. now, however, scientists can supervise pro-
cesses at nano level thanks to the newly developed microscope 
of the young enterprise Attolight, based in Lausanne. “to put it in 
a nutshell,we have developed the nano world film camera“, states 
CeO Samuel Sonderegger.

the initial camera was developed in a laboratory at the ePF Laus-
anne. it served Sonderegger’s own purpose as he examined sem-
iconductors with it for his doctorate. But one day he was visit-
ed by an indian physics professor. “He asked me why we didn‘t 
sell this device“, the company founder points out.“ why ever not“, 
Sonderegger said to himself and began to follow up on the idea 
of a spin-off. the first time he attended a course initiated by Ven-
turelab, he immediately knew: “entrepreneurship is exactly the 
right thing for me.“

today, he has already overcome the first typical challenges. Atto-
light is on the last lap of its product development, has an impor-
tant intellectual property at its disposal and has generated 800 
000 Swiss Francs venture capital. “we definitely want to put our 
film camera on the market before the summer“, says the 32 year 
old. 

in a first step, Attolight is planning to focus on research labora-
tories. “due to our camera, physicists can, for example, improve 
their understanding of the processes in solar cells, Leds or laser 
diodes“, explains Sonderegger. As a result, their respective effi-
ciencies can therefore be improved. Similar research is continu-
ously being carried out worldwide so it is understandable that in-
terest in the Attolight product is accordingly great.

As is usual for developers of new measuring instruments, the 
second step will then be to gain control of the production testing 
market. Here again the new camera offers substantial advantag-
es. with this product, for example, Leds can be tested earlier on 
in the production process which will clearly decrease reject costs.

“we still have a long way to go“, explains Sonderegger frankly. 
First of all, the young enterprise wants to demonstrate that it can 
be successful on the research market in the coming year. Once 
attained, further development steps will be tackled which will also 
require additional investors. in 2012 Attolight would like to ap-
proach the next financing round.
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